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Once a maverick .liberal who 
shunned, the GOP stereotype, Sen. 
Richard Schweiker of Pennsylvania 
shocked Republicans when he de- 
cided to join Ronald Reagan’s ticket 
as a vice-presidential candidate in 
. - > > ■ ■ ^ 

Insistingat the time that he would 
not compromise his liberal,indepen- 
dent principles by running with 
Reagan; Schweiker lost some of his 
political fortunes in the gamble and, 
unabie to preserve a solid con- 
stituency in Pennsylvania, decided 
not to run for re-election last Novem- 
ber. Xtf' V ' 

■Yesterday,; Schweiker -was tapped 
ta* become secretary of health and 
human services t in the Reagan ad- 
ministration? -%*%, $ 

His short-lived foray into presi- 
dential politics four years ago gave 
rise to charges that he was a political 
opportunist with shallow 
philosophical principles. 

However, Schweiker, who in 1976 
boasted “my independence is my life 
style," has insisted that his approach 
was simply flexible and pragmatic. 
He preferred to describe his union 
with Reagan as “striking a balance 
between conservative and liberal" 
f in the Republican Party, 
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Schweiker first received national 
attention in 1975> when, as a member 
01 a select committee investi 


th~e CIA, he challenged the 
Commission’s findings in i 
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dent John F. Kennedy 
tije Pennsylvania /senator! 
i .that the FBI and CIA had 


covered up crucial evidence in di e 
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investigation, predicted that tfie 
contmissions lindings would col- , 
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